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the sensuality which spreads itself over all Roman comedy like
a fog and distorts our view of it. But as no Roman dramatist
has written for us a play in which such separation is consistent,
it may not be amiss to construct a Roman comedy for our-
selves.

Its main figure will be an old man, some old fool afflicted
\yith a disease fatal to the health and vigour of social life. With
the help of Moliere, it is easy to diagnose, in the many unsocial
symptoms of Plautus's and Terence's patients, one particularly
virulent malady the effects of which, whilst not in themselves
exhibiting lustfulness, are yet no less malignant to the well-
being of society. Let our hero be a miser: for miserliness dams
up the circulation of the material resources of life. As our
protagonist, the miser is to be the man whose follies will move
us to hilarious contempt. At the outset, there he sits on his
money-bags, and our comedy, if it does not cure this covetous
man of his covetousness, must at least make it plain to the
audience that miserliness is a profitless occupation* The
comedy must wrest the money-bags from the miser. An
obvious device therefore would be to introduce a burglar as a
character in the play. Bare theft is indeed not rare in Roman
comedy; but it is not an ideal instrument; for the burglar is in
fact as unsocial an institution as the miser. Something less
anarchic than sheer robbery is desirable. What is needed is a
figure, who, taking the money bags, will carry also the partial
sympathy of the audience; some one who is merely anticipating
a claim sanctioned by social custom. Give the old miser a son.
So the young man enters the story* He does so, however, not
in virtue of the general attractiveness of youth. His primary
qualification for admission to the play is that, if he should
need money, our audience will tacitly recognise in him some
sort of right to his father's hoard. He must at all costs, there-
fore, be in need of money. Our plot may almost write itself
for the next act. Young men are most in need of money
when they are thinking of marrying and setting up house*
Wherefore, let the miser's son find himself in that happy